
EN 102 Sections 19 & 20: College Writing II
Worcester State University, Spring 2022

Instructor Heather J. Macpherson

Instructor Email hmacpherson@worcester.edu

Office Hours Wed. 9-11; Zoom & add’l F2F by appt.

Location Learning Resource Center (LRC) 122

Meeting Days & Time Tuesdays & Thursdays: 830-9:45 & 10-11:15

Course Description: This course builds upon EN101 and focuses on research writing, synthesizing
sources, critical analysis, argumentation, and information literacies. Students practice the
fundamentals of  effective writing in collaborative and academic communities, while evaluating and
using  sources in different rhetorical situations. This course is designed to help students develop
transferable skills and strategies that may be applied to a variety of  audiences and in a range of
situations that involve autoethnographic study.

How do you live in the world? Do you follow a set of  social norms or cultural rules? What are the
shared traditions within your family unit? In EN 102 College Writing II I take an autoethnographic
approach to writing using qualitative research methods, and APA style when appropriate. Writers use
the first person perspective to engage with self-reflective writing projects about their experience and
place within self-identified cultural and social groups. The major assignments for this course include
what I call an “Annotated Autoethnography”; a historical narrative essay; and the Autoethnography
Mixed Media Project which combines personal experience with research, and finally a Hermit Crab
essay. In addition, students participate in other writing practices such as journaling and essaying. This
course meets twice a week, face-to-face, and uses open-educational resources.

LASC Categories: WR2; Prerequisites: EN 101; Credits: 3

Outcomes
Upon completion of   EN 102, students should be able to:

● Produce extended writing according to the conventions associated with academic, public,
and other writing situations.

● Demonstrate greater mastery of  research skills and the ability to engage the work of  others
in their own writing

● Develop research, analytical, and writing skills transferable to other academic, professional,
and public situations

● Recognize how writing shapes conventions and expectations of  academic, professional, and
public  situations

● Employ advanced concepts associated with information literacy
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● Understand how the medium of  writing impacts its composition, publication, and reception
● Respond to the social implications of  language use and maintain ethical standards in their

writing

Participation: Participation means that you are attending each and every course meeting and
contributing to our discussions through assigned readings, documentary viewings, small
and whole group exercises, note-taking, and peer revision workshops. If, according to the
time stamp on my device you are 10 minutes late for our course meeting you are counted as
absent. See more under “Student Responsibilities.”

Major Assignments
You will have an assignment sheet for each of  the following assignments. I will also provide a model for each one.

Annotated Autoethnography: As we engage with the subject autoethnography and do some
writing together during and outside class, we will develop what I am calling an Annotated
Autoethnography. For this assignment you will develop ten short summaries about yourself  and a
culture you are either invested in learning about, or that you are a part of. Each summary is 150 but
no more than 300 words in length.

Portrait of… essay: Using Philip Lopate’s “Portrait of  My Body” as a model, you will write a
self-portrait that focuses on a specific aspect of  your identity, for better or worse.

Historical Narrative Essay: At this stage, you will plan to conduct an interview with someone who
is a part of  the culture you are studying/observing. You will receive a template for this assignment to
fill in the necessary information that will prepare you for the interview.

The Autoethnography Mixed Media Project: Now, you will bring together your previous writings
including the annotated ethnography, the historical narrative essay, and possibly some of  the low
stakes pieces you wrote during or out of  class through mixed media and text

Hermit Crab Essay: The hermit crab essay is an invented form by Brenda Miller that asks the
writer to occupy another writing form in which to compose our writing.

Reflection Letter: At the close of  our course, you’llwrite a reflection letter on your writing and
creative experiences in class. You’ll receive some specific guidelines for this final piece of  writing.

Extra Credit: There is no extra credit.

Emergencies: On very rare occasions, uncontrollable circumstances may force you to miss class or
you may be unable to submit an assignment on time, I ask that you make every effort to EMAIL
ME of  your absence.If  you miss class due to illnessyou must provide a doctor’s note.
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Required Texts: All of  the readings for this course are embedded in the course syllabus and posted
to Blackboard.

Course Grading
Participation (you are not just attending and
present in each course meeting, but adding to
discussions, activities, taking notes, etc.)

20% (20 pts.)

Annotated Autoethnography 10% (10 pts.)

Portrait of  essay 10% (10 pts.)

Historical narrative essay 10% (10 pts.)

The Autoethnography Mixed Media Project
Hermit Crab Essay
Reflection Letter

20% (20 pts.)
10% (10 pts.)
10% (10 pts.)

COVID-19 Mask Requirement
The Commonwealth of  Massachusetts requires that all who leave their home wear a
mask or cloth covering. WSU has developed specific mask requirements based on
these guidelines to protect our community. Every student, faculty, and staff  member is
required to wear a mask or face shield that covers both nose and mouth at all times in
buildings and when outdoors on the campus. If  you arrive on campus without wearing a
mask or cloth covering, you will not be allowed to enter any classroom or campus
building. If  you arrive on campus without a mask, one will be provided to you. If  you
have a medical condition where a mask cannot be worn, you will need to ensure that
your class schedule is made up of  classes in which you can participate fully online. This
requirement is in place to protect you, your fellow students, your professor, and other
members of  our community from COVID-19. Failure to comply with state, local and
University health directives and precautions jeopardizes the health and safety of  the
University community and is a violation of  the University’s Code of  Conduct. Violations
may result in sanctions up to and including expulsion from the University.
For more details on this and other COVID-19-related issues, go to
https://www.worcester.edu/Safe-Return/#technology.

Media Recording
A college is a community of  students and faculty interested in the search for knowledge
and understanding. Essential to that search is a commitment to honesty and integrity. A
component of  this is the distribution of  materials and technology used in Worcester
State University courses. Sharing materials (documents, video and audio files, online
materials, etc.) without the written consent of  the course instructor is a violation of
academic honesty. Violations will be reported to the appropriate Worcester State
University authority and appropriate sanctions will be applied.
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I understand that my access to video and audio recordings in this class is for my
personal educational use only. Class lectures, as presented, are the intellectual
property of  the instructor; comments made by other persons are their own intellectual
property. I agree that I will not share or transfer recordings of  such content by any
method currently available or any method that may become available in the future. I
agree that I will not provide copies of  such recordings to others; upload, link, embed, or
otherwise post them via file-sharing, social media, or other sites or services; enable
anyone to view or hear them who is not currently enrolled in the course; or share them
in any other way.

Statement on Student Consent for Being Recorded
This class may use video or audio recordings of  instructor and students, both online and
in person, to better support learning in a blended format. Such recordings are for
personal educational use only. Recordings which include student names, voices, or

likenesses are educational records protected under FERPA, and must be available only
to individuals currently enrolled in the class, unless permission is expressly granted
otherwise.

The instructor will always inform you when course activity is being recorded. By
accepting this policy, you give your consent to be recorded in this class. You may
withdraw your consent to be recorded by informing your instructor in writing.

COVID-19 Laptop Statement
While the use of  a standard learning management system (Blackboard at Worcester
State) is one component of  an equitable blended/online learning plan for optimizing
student learning, the University understands that several additional considerations must
also be kept in mind, notably that students must have access to suitable laptop
computers and high-speed internet as essential to completing blended, online, and
remote coursework. For Spring of  2021, Worcester State University has recommitted to
its laptop requirement. Further, the University will support assisting students with
internet access, both on campus and at their homes where access is limited or not
available.

Worcester State has secured a number of  laptops to loan to students who are in need.
Students who need a laptop to support their academic success, should apply for
support from the Worcester State Student Emergency Fund at
https://www.worcester.edu/Student-Emergency-Fund/.

Campus Space for Participating in Remote Course Activities with Social Distancing
The University will provide spaces for students to use in order to participate in remote
learning on days they are on campus for in-person activities. The May Street Building
Auditorium is being outfitted for this purpose, as are multiple computer labs. Other
locations will be available around campus as well.
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Statement on Student Absences from Class
Students are expected to communicate directly with their course instructors when a
crisis or illness prevents them from attending class. If  a student is unable to do this due
to circumstances, and the absence will be for three (3) or more consecutive weekdays,
the University helps through The Dean of  Students Office. Students in this situation and
anyone else who becomes aware of  a student needing this support is asked to contact
the Dean of  Students Office directly and as soon as possible.

Worcester State University does not have a university-wide attendance policy. Class attendance rules
and handling of  absences are matters to be resolved between individual faculty members and
students. When a student is unable to contact faculty directly (in cases of  hospitalization, accidents,
family emergencies, and lengthy illnesses), The Dean of  Students Office will work with the Provost’s
Office to complete this process.

The Dean of  Students Office will assist the student and collect appropriate documentation. Faculty
are discouraged from collecting doctor’s notes and other forms of  official documentation. The
student may also be referred to other departments across campus for assistance. Students who find
it necessary to be absent for short periods of  time (i.e., fewer than three (3) consecutive classes)
should personally contact their faculty members regarding their absence in advance, if  possible, or as
soon as they are able. Students should work directly with their faculty member to make up missed
work. Students must still meet all course requirements as defined by their faculty members.
Procedure: When a student will miss three (3) or more consecutive classes, she/he/they (or a family
member) should provide The Dean of  Students Office the following information:

● Name
● Student Identification Number
● Dates/anticipated duration of  absence
● Reason for absences (formal documentation of  illness, hospitalization, family
emergency, etc.)

When necessary, the notification to faculty members will come from the Provost’s Office. Questions,
concerns, and/or information to be shared should be directed to the Student Affairs Office at
508-929-8077.

Definition of  the “Credit-Hour”
Worcester State University follow a modified Carnegie Foundation definition of  the credit-hour,
known as the “Carnegie Unit.” For Worcester State courses, 1 credit hour is equivalent to 1 hour of
classroom instruction coupled with a minimum of  2 hours of  expected coursework outside of  the
classroom by the student, over a semester of  approximately 15 weeks. Please note that “1 hour of
classroom instruction” is actually 50 minutes. A 3-credit course would thus entail approximately 45
classroom hours of  instruction (= approximately 37.5 actual hours in class) and a minimum of
approximately 90 hours of  work outside of  class. This standard is maintained for a six-week summer
session and a two-week winter, so that the 45 + 90 hours will be distributed over six weeks or two
weeks, depending on the session. Students receive one credit for each credit hour of  courses taken.
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Worcester State University’s Core Values
As a public institution, Worcester State University embraces the belief  that widespread access to
high-quality educational opportunities is the cornerstone of  a democratic society. Members of  the
Worcester State community share the following core values:

● Academic Excellence: We are committed to providing opportunities to excel in a close-knit
learning environment characterized by distinguished faculty, excellent teaching, and creative linkages
between classroom learning and real- world experiences.
● Engaged Citizenship: We are committed to promoting community service, social justice, the
democratic process, environmental sustainability, and global awareness to prepare students to be
active and informed citizens.
● Open Exchange of  Ideas: We are committed to inviting and considering the most expansive range
of  perspectives in teaching and learning, in scholarly and creative work, and in the governance of  a
complex, diverse institution.
● Diversity and Inclusiveness: We are committed to being an inclusive community in which our
diversity enhances learning for all and in which people from all cultures and backgrounds have the
opportunity to participate fully and succeed.
● Civility and Integrity: We are committed to respecting the dignity of  all members of  our
community and to demonstrating this commitment in our interactions, decisions, and structures.
For more on Worcester State’s core values, mission, and the plan for achieving them, see the
institution’s Strategic Plan at https://www.worcester.edu/Strategic-Plan/.

Student Responsibilities
You are responsible for coming to class prepared. This means that you bring the required texts to
class and that you have read and annotated the readings prior to the date they will be discussed in
class. Remember: this is a hybrid course, which means our Blackboard site is just as important as our
classroom meeting space for doing work, continuing discussions, and so forth.

Establishing communication with myself  and with your peers will serve you well in this course and
will also help build the communication skills necessary in a myriad of  settings. I strongly encourage
you to attend office hours at least once during the semester and to open up communication by
emailing me. You may find that your peers are sometimes just as helpful in clarifying course
expectations as I am. Thus, I encourage you to exchange email and phone numbers with at least two
students in this class.

Academic Honesty per the Undergraduate Catalog.
Academic integrity is an essential component of  a Worcester State University education. Education is
both the acquisition of  knowledge and the development of  skills that lead to further intellectual
development. Faculty are expected to follow strict principles of  intellectual honesty in their own
scholarship; students are held to the same standard. Only by doing their own work can students gain
the knowledge, skills, confidence and self-worth that come from earned success; only by learning
how to gather information, to integrate it and to communicate it effectively, to identify an idea and
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follow it to its logical conclusion can they develop the habits of  mind characteristic of  educated
citizens. Taking shortcuts to higher or easier grades results in a Worcester State University
experience that is intellectually bankrupt.

Academic integrity is important to the integrity of  the Worcester State University community as a
whole. If  Worcester State University awards degrees to students who have not truly earned them, a
reputation for dishonesty and incompetence will follow all graduates. Violators cheat their
classmates out of  deserved rewards and recognition. Academic dishonesty debases the institution
and demeans the degree from that institution.

It is in the interest of  students, faculty, and administrators to recognize the importance of  academic
integrity and to ensure that academic standards at Worcester State University remain strong. Only by
maintaining high standards of  academic honesty can WSU protect the value of  the educational
process and the credibility of  the institution and its graduates in the larger community.

What Constitutes Academic Dishonesty?
Academic dishonesty includes intentional violations of  accepted standards of  ethics and academic
integrity as well as negligent violations of  standards that the individual reasonably should have
known and followed. The following is not an exhaustive list of  violations but provides guidelines for
evaluating common areas of  concern, such as cheating, plagiarism and falsification of  information.
Violations of  academic honesty include:

1. Cheating, including but not limited to:
1. traditional cheating methods including copying on exams or assignments, letting

other students copy one’s own work, using crib sheets in quizzes and tests, glancing
at other students’ work, or giving answers to other students

2. giving or receiving unauthorized assistance in exams, laboratory exercises or other
academic assignments or attempting to do so, or using unauthorized materials or
information sources on tests or assignments, including communication via cell
phones or computers or use of  materials stored on or accessed by computer or other
digital media, or collaboration between or among more than one student on an
assignment that is supposed to be done individually

3. submitting someone else’s work as one’s own or allowing others to claim one’s own
work as theirs, including misrepresenting one’s identity in an online course or
allowing others to do so

4. obtaining from any source an unauthorized copy of  a test or assignment or portion
of  a test or assignment, and/or disseminating such material through any means,
including cell phone or computer.

2. Plagiarism, including but not limited to:
1. use of  other people’s ideas, words, research or artistic creations without giving credit

1. submitting any work, including homework, not done by the person who
hands it in and whose name is on it

2. submitting papers or other work purchased, copied or obtained free in whole
or part from another source, including papers from the internet or from
another person, including a friend or a relative
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3. using another person’s unpublished ideas without permission, taking credit
for another person’s unpublished ideas, or taking sole credit for the product
of  joint efforts with another person.

2. improper or inadequate citation of  material from books, professional periodicals,
magazines, websites, unpublished reports, personal communications, images, graphic
materials or other citable sources

1. use of  facts, data, or specific ideas without citing the source
2. inaccurate or incomplete citation of  sources
3. quoting another’s words without indicating it is a quotation
4. using extensive quotations in place of  one’s own ideas, even when cited.

 Note: standards and forms for citation vary among disciplines and even among teachers. Students
should ask their teachers about the expectations for any particular course or project.

1. Misrepresentation or falsification of  information, including but not limited to:
1. intentionally misrepresenting information to help make a point not supported by the

work, including misquoting or taking ideas out of  context
2. falsifying the collection or interpretation of  data in a research project
3. citing sources not used
4. falsifying one’s qualifications, including academic background or other experience.

2. Seeking credit for the same work in more than one course, including but not limited
to:

1. submitting the same paper or project, or significant parts of  the same paper or
project, to two or more different courses without getting permission from the
professors who give the grades

2. using the same internship or fieldwork experience for two or more different courses
without prior permission from the professors and internship supervisors involved.

3. Other academic misconduct, including but not limited to:
1. forging, damaging or changing examinations, grades or other academic material or

records including written and/or electronic material and records
2. interfering with or damaging another student’s work including homework, papers,

laboratory assignments, artistic creations or research projects
3. removing or damaging academic material or equipment, including electronic data,

belonging to Worcester State University or any other member of  the Worcester State
University community

4. deliberately making a false report of  academic misconduct or covering up an incident
of  academic misconduct.

For the full policy including students rights, judicial procedures, and so forth, click here.

Electronics Policy
Recognizing that some students may access course materials online, the use of  laptops, ereaders, and
similar devices will be permitted in the classroom. However, use of  these devices must be limited
to instructional purposes only. Repeated violations or disruptions as a result of  the use of
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electronic devices will result in this permission being revoked. Do NOT use your device to play
video games, watch Netflix or anything else other than instruction during class time.

Netiquette Practices for Discussion Board Posts and Responses, and Sending Email

1. Consider context and your audience. An e-mail to your professor or instructor may be more
formal than to another student:

a. Address your professor by their title (Hello Dr. Smith, Hi Professor Smith, etc.) unless they
inform you otherwise. Always make sure to include the following information from your
professor, especially if  you do not know them well: your name (first and last), what course
you are in (they likely teach multiple courses), and what question or concern you have. Also,
be sure to use the subject line of  the email to include your last name, course number, and
topic of  discussion or concern.

2. Keep your messages short and to the point. Just as you have to read everyone else’s posts, they
have to read yours too.

a. Avoid redundancy in your posts. If  students are making the same points over and over again,
it becomes boring for you to read as well as for them. Try to come up with new and
interesting points.

3. Try to avoid capital letters as it will come across as though you are shouting.

a. You may want to emphasize a particular word or sentence in your post. Rather than using
capital letters to make your point, utilize bold or italics to emphasize. If  you are making a
direct quote from a text be sure to use MLA formatting.

4. Do not attack the writer of  a post with derogatory language or comments or personal attacks on a
person (known as “flaming”).

a. We all have opinions, however, you want to remain professional in your approach when you
disagree with a classmate. It is fine to disagree! Rather than attack your classmate, add a
point about why you disagree with their statement or argument. Use of  profanity will only
discredit your argument.

b. Even if  you think someone has attacked you, think it through or contact your instructor
before replying back. Sleep on it, take 24 hours away from the situation. If  someone has said
something you may perceive as an attack, take some time before responding. If  it has really
offended you, think of  contacting your professor. However, think it through before taking
any action.
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5. Speak up if  you have questions or concerns.

a. If  you have questions, ask them! Everyone else probably has the same questions. If  you are
nervous to ask your question in a discussion forum, then you can always contact your
professor one-on-one.

6. Get involved and participate on a daily basis if  possible.

a. Do not wait until the day a post is due (or even the hours before). Try to begin posting
several days before the deadline. This will allow you to get involved in the discussion from
the beginning and be a stronger contributor to the class.

7. Only use emoticons and expressions to communicate what cannot be communicated nonverbally.

a. Emoticons (for example 🙂 ) can be a great way to express your feelings that you may not
be able to communicate nonverbally and make the tone of  your post clearer.

8. Make sure to read responses carefully and do not skim.

a. As stated above, you want to avoid redundancy in your posts. One way of  doing this is by
reading your peers' original posts and coming up with new ideas rather than sharing the same
ideas over and over again.

Source :https://web.uri.edu/teachonline/netiquette-in-your-online-class/

Instructor’s Response Policy
I will respond to emails received Monday through Friday within 24 hours of  receiving the emails.
Saturdays, Sunday, and holidays may take 48-72 hours to respond.

Major assignments take one week to complete grading; if  you have not received your
graded work within seven days, please feel free to contact me.

Quizzes take 3-5 days to complete grading before posting a grade and returning the work.

My participation in your discussion board posts and responses will consist of  the
following: I will read your posts and responses, take note of  exceptional commentaries and
observations for F2F discussions, and occasionally respond. The discussion board for this class is to
continue our studies and creativities, but most importantly to assist in building community in our
classroom. Finally, I track participation in the DBs.
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Common Courtesy
Arrive on time and be seated before the beginning of  class. If  you must come in late to class, please
do NOT disrupt the class.

All cell phones, pagers, or any electronic devices MUST BE TURNED OFF and out of  sight
during class except when explicitly approved for an in-class activity. If  an emergency requires you to
keep your phone on, please keep it on vibrate and quietly take the call outside away from classroom
doorways.

Also, wearing earbuds or headphones during class suggests a lack of  interest and disrespect; this can
affect your participation grade.

Academic Resources & Support Services

The Learning Resource Center

 The Library is the intellectual heart of  Worcester State University, a place where members
of  the campus community converge, collaborate, learn, and discover. We’re a friendly
group of  experts ready to assist you with your scholarly pursuits, including research
consultations at the research help desk or by phone, email, and online chat. We also work
with faculty in the classroom, enhancing their students’ ability to navigate the complex
information network of  Google, Wikipedia, printed and electronic books, media, and
databases.

 
 The Library is located on the 2nd and 3rd floors of  the Learning Resource Center. You’ll

find a variety of  spaces that meet your needs: individual carrels for independent study,
collaborative areas with large, flat-screen displays, tables with ample space to spread out,
lounge chairs with built-in desks, and, of  course, café seating in the Starbucks Café
operated by Chartwells. If  you are in the Honors Program, you can study independently or
with a group in the Honors Lounge on our main floor.

 We’re confident you’ll locate the information you need to succeed at WSU. Ubiquitous
wireless Internet will link you to our collections containing over 200,000 items, including
the more than 80,000 ebooks in the ebrary database, and to more than 125 electronic
databases with thousands of  ebooks and articles from scholarly and popular publications.
We offer free printing for library resources. You’ll enjoy reciprocal borrowing privileges at
area libraries through the Academic and Research Collaborative and our extensive
interlibrary lending agreements with other libraries.

 The library also hosts 2 collections by notable literary figures: the Dennis Brutus
Collection and the Milton Meltzer Collection.
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○ The Dennis Brutus Collection is an archival collection that consists of  primary
documents donated by Dr. Brutus, including manuscripts, letters relating to many
public and personal topics, texts of  speeches, travel documentation, and
photographs. These materials, maintained by the Center for the Study of  Human
Rights, are now available to scholars, students, and independent researchers.

○ The Milton Meltzer Collection, named for a distinguished author of  nearly 100
books for children, who was raised in Worcester, contains several hundred
volumes from his personal library—ranging from books about historical and social
science topics to biographies—and his original works of  over 100 titles, as well as
some archival documents. These volumes are interspersed in our general
collection.

 We are centrally located in the Learning Resource Center, which has a full-service
computer lab, the UTS Help Desk, and Laptop Repair Depot on the 3rd floor as well as
20 classrooms, media production facilities, several academic departments, and
administrative offices scattered on other floors.

Student Accessibility Services
In the Student Accessibility Services at Worcester State University, we coordinate support services
and programs that enable equal access to education and university life for students with
disabilities—including temporary or permanent challenges with mental health, chronic health,
sensory ability, physical health/mobility, and learning ability. If  you are living with one or more
disabilities, we invite you to meet with us and register with our office—it’s voluntary and
confidential. You’ll need to supply documentation by a qualified professional regarding the impact of
your disability along with your completed self  report.

What We Provide
We’ve designed our services to help you achieve academic and social success. We will meet with you
to discuss risk factors and decide on a case-by-case basis what educational, housing, and classroom
accommodations are appropriate.

Accommodations and services are individually determined based on the functional limitation(s) that
are identified by a diagnostic evaluation and during an intake interview. They may include, but are
not limited to:

● Assistive technology
● Disability-related advising
● Exam-related accommodations (i.e. additional time on exams; distraction-reduced testing

location)
● Faculty consultation/training
● Housing accommodations
● Interpreting accommodations
● Note-taking services
● One-on-one support from a learning specialist
● Scheduling accessible classrooms
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Our office collaborates with academic advisors, faculty, the Counseling Center, residence life, health
services, and athletics to help ensure that you have a positive, supportive college experience. Our
staff  includes a full-time, year-round learning specialist who is able to provide one-on-one support
and help you establish a consistent relationship with us.

Student Empowerment
Empowerment is our overarching goal, and we work with you to develop self-advocacy and other
life skills. WSU’s chapter of Delta Alpha Pi, the international honor society for students with
disabilities, plays a key role in helping us accomplish this objective. You can also learn more about
the Commonwealth Honors Program at WSU here.

Disabilities & Accommodations: Note on Access
Any student with a documented disability is welcome to contact the instructor early in the semester
so that reasonable accommodations may be worked out to support his or her success in this writing
course. Contact and location information for Student Accessibility Services:

Shaughnessy Administration Building
Suite A-131
508-929-8733
508-929-8214 (fax)
sas@worcester.edu

The Writing Center is located in the Sullivan Academic Center, Room 306. The Writing Center
provides one-on-one conferences to assist with your writing. Please do not hesitate to go early, go
often—it’s free, but you do need to contact the Writing Center to make an appointment. If  I think
you need additional assistance out of  class I will require you to make an appointment with the
Writing Center; following your meeting, your essay must receive both a stamp and handwritten
initials of  the consultant you met with.

Disruptive, Threatening, or Violent Behavior
Students, faculty, staff, and other individuals do not have an unqualified right of  access to university
grounds, property, or services. Interfering with the peaceful conduct of  university-related business or
activities or remaining on campus grounds after a request to leave may be considered a crime. A
disruptive student may be withdrawn from a course with a mark of  “W” or “E” when the student’s
behavior disrupts the educational process. Disruptive classroom behavior is defined by the
instructor. Please note that should disruptive behavior become threatening or violent, I will contact
University Police.

Sexual Violence and Harassment Based on Sex
Title IX is a federal law that provides that no person be excluded on the basis of  sex from
participation in, be denied benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination under any education
program or activity. Both Title IX and university policy make clear that sexual violence and
harassment based on sex is prohibited. An individual  who believes they have been subject to sexual
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violence or harassed on the basis of  sex can seek support, including counseling and academic
support, from the university.

Procedures and Key Dates Regarding Bill Payment
Due to the on-going pandemic and changes to the Spring 2021 academic calendar, the
university will be following an altered timeline and procedures for students who have not
paid their Spring 2021 bills. Below are the key dates students should be aware of.
Spring 2021 Billing Dates:

November 23 Bills were issued
December 17 Bill due date
December 21 Students with a $3,000 or greater remaining balance received a
non-payment hold on their accounts. This hold prohibits students
from adding classes to their class schedules.

January 11 Overdue notices were sent to students with remaining balances of  $300 or greater.
Students with a $300 or greater remaining balance will receive a non-payment hold.

February 1 Classes begin. Students with remaining balances should attend class.

The university will institute a one-time moratorium on Blackboard suspensions and
drops for non-payment for the Spring 2021 semester. Students with questions about
billing dates, registration holds, financial aid statuses, and remaining balances can be
referred to the following offices:
Student Accounts 508-929-8051
Financial Aid 508-929-8056
Enrollment Management 508-929-8497

Financial Help from the Student Emergency Fund
The Student Emergency Fund was created to assist WSU students who encounter an
unforeseen financial emergency or catastrophic event which would otherwise prevent
them from continuing their education at Worcester State University.

Our goal is to help students during a time of  need to stay in school and make progress
toward a degree. An award is intended to be a major step for the student in the return
to financial stability.

How to Apply for Emergency Funds: email studentaffairs@worcester.edu or call (508)
929-8077 with questions. For more information or to apply, go to
https://www.worcester.edu/Student-Emergency-Fund/.

Food Assistance
Thea’s Pantry provides food and other essentials to students, staff, and faculty in need. The
pantry is located in the Student Center on the 3rd Floor, Room 345.  It provides a confidential
service for those in need. The only requirement for making use of  the pantry is possession of  a
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WSU OneCard.  Additional information and hours of  operation can be found online at
https://www.worcester.edu/Theas-Pantry/.

In addition, the Division of  Graduate and Continuing Education (DGCE) provides an
informal “pop up” food pantry for those in need. It is located just outside the elevator on
the 4th Floor of  the Administration Building. Please call 508-929-8127 for assistance or
with questions.

Finally, the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) office provides
students with peer support in a safe, confidential space. SNAP, the program formerly
known as food stamps, provides food purchasing assistance for low- and no-income
people, including students. The office provides information about the program and
participant eligibility, and accepts applications for SNAP benefits. For assistance or with
questions, please email UAI@worcester.edu.

LASC (Liberal Arts and Sciences Curriculum)
LASC is Worcester State University’s general education system. It supplements
courses in a student’s major(s) (and minor(s) and interdisciplinary concentration(s)) with
an opportunity to study a broader set of  subjects and issues. LASC includes two
foundation areas, eight different subject areas, and three areas integrating different
educational goals (development of  writing skills, math skills, and diversity experience
and understanding) into courses across the curriculum, as well as a capstone
experience meant to bring together into a cohesive whole a student’s work in
her/his/their major or LASC courses. For those who begin their higher education
careers at Worcester State as incoming first-year students, LASC also includes the First
Year Seminar. Not only does the LASC system offer students important opportunities
for intellectual and personal growth and enrichment, but it also provides opportunities to
develop skills and knowledge supporting engaged citizenship as well as the intellectual
flexibility and broad-based abilities necessary to succeeding in the “new economy” of
fluidly evolving, emerging, and disappearing professions in which students can expect
to have multiple careers across many areas. For more information on LASC, ask your
Academic Advisor and use this link:
https://catalog.worcester.edu/undergraduate/academic-policies-procedures/lasc-wsu-
pathways-discovery/
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EN 102 SP 2022
All items in the schedule including assignments, due dates, etc. are subject to change at the instructor's discretion.

Most readings are linked in the syllabus and/or available in Blackboard (BB).

Scheduled Course Meetings
All Meetings on Zoom

Topics Readings & Assignments
Due

Week 1: T 1/18 (Zoom) -Introductions
-Review Syllabus
-Prep Work: Review BB

-Read “Autoethnography,”
before TR meeting.

-Watch OYO: video selections
in BB.

TR 1/20 (Zoom) -Breakout Rooms: What is
autoethnography?

-Whole group: Do we see
evidence of  autoethnography
in the video selections?

-Cultural Identity Chart Due
Fri. 1/21, 11:59 PM  in BB
Journal.

Week 2: T 1/25 -Discussion: Cultural identity
& culture groups

-What is culture?

-Annotated
Autoethnography Assigned
Today

-Read
“Autoethnography,”Adams,
Ellis, Jones (also in BB)

And “Definition of  Culture (in
BB).

TR 1/27 Breakout Rooms: Deitering’s
essay (each group will be
assigned one question)

-Read “Why
Autoethnography?”
Ann-Marie Deitering (PDF in
BB) before today’s meeting.

Week 3: T 2/1 -Introducing the
Autoethnography Wiki

Annotated Autoethnography
Due Today, 11:59--submit to
your BB Journal.

TR 2/3 -Writing the Self  as Character

-“Portrait of…” essay
assigned today.

-Read “Portrait of  My Body,”
Phillip Lopate for today’s class.
Come prepared to share your
observations.

-Auto. journal entry due Fri. by
11:59 PM
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Week 4: T 2/8 -Developing Your Cultural
History

Nothing due today.

TR 2/10 -Discussion: “Qualitative
conversations”

-Qualitative vs. Quantitative
research

Watch OYO before today’s
class: “Qualitative

Conversations Durell Callier &
Dominique Hill a film by Kitrina
Douglas & David Carless (26min)

-Portrait of… essay due 11:59
PM in BB journal.

Week 5: T 2/15 -Discuss: Mailhot’s lyrical essay. -Read “A Woman, Tree or
Not,” Terese Marie Mailhot
for today’s class.

TR 2/17

No Classes 2/21:
President’s Day

-APA v. MLA

-Thinking about primary research

Nothing due today.
Breathe.

Week 6: T 2/22 -Discussion: What is primary
research?

-Read “Introduction to
Primary Research:
Observations, Surveys, and
Interviews,” Dana Lynn
Driscoll for today’s class.

TR 2/24 .-Using primary research to create
narrative.

-How to access the “Antebellum
Concord Newspapers” & other
digital archives

-Historical narrative essay
assigned today.

-As part of  the narrative essay
assigned today, begin
brainstorming and browsing
digital archives to select a
historical news item for the
essay. This first part is due in
your BB journal before the
next class meeting.

Week 7: T 3/1 -Parsing the news item and
building a narrative.

Historical news item due in
BB journal.

TR 3/3 -Discuss readings

-Writing Workshop for the
historical narrative essay.

-Read“Putting Ethnographic
Writing in Context,” Seth
Kahn  and Brenda Miller’s
“The Shared Space Between
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Reader and Writer: A Case
Study” for today’s class.

Week 8: T 3/8 -Avoiding imperial and
colonial techniques in your
writing.

Nothing due today.

TR 3/10 -In-class reading activity.

-Formatting the APA paper.

-Historical narrative
essay due 11:59 in BB
journal.

-Complete online quiz
about avoiding imperial
and colonial techniques
by Fri 3/11, 11:59 PM.

Week 9: T 3/14
TR 3/17

No classes: Spring Break

Read ONE of  the three essays
posted in BB. Then, write a
brief  summary and response,
or review, of  the essay in BB
Journal. No pg. Or length req.

Week 10: T 3/22

Failure warnings issued this
week.

-Other ways of  looking and
creating: working with art and
text.

TR 3/24 -Autoethnographic mixed
media project assigned today.

-Mapping your project

Gather materials for your
mixed media project.

Week 11: T 3/29 In-class workshop for the
mixed media project. Bring your materials etc for

project to class today.

TR 3/31 No Formal Class Meeting;
work on your project.

Nothing Due- work on
project.

Week 12:
T: ⅘ & TR 4/7

-Organizing the oral
presentation

Autoethnographic Mixed
Media Project Due Fri. by
11:59 PM. Post a photo of
your piece to BB journal.
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Week 13: T 4/12 -Assessment & Check-In Nothing due today.

TR 4/14

No Classes 4/18-Patriot’s
Day

Writing in different forms with
examples.

Read “The Essay as Bouquet”
for today’s class.

Week 14: T 4/19

TR: 4/21

Week 15: T 4/26

TR 4/28- Last class
meeting!

Classes end 5/2

Hermit Crab Essay assigned
today.

Writing Conferences

Writing Conferences

-Letter of  Reflection assigned
today.
-Oral Presentations
-Wrap-up & Goodbyes

Hermit Crab essays due T
4/26, 11:59 PM in BB
Journal.

Reflection Letter due T 5/3
11:59 in BB Journal.

Grading Scale

A 93 - 100 %

A- 92 - 90 %

B+ 89 – 87 %

B 86 – 83 %

B- 82 – 80 %

C+ 79 – 77 %

C 76 – 73 %

C- 72 – 70 %
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D+ 69 – 67 %

D 66 – 63 %

D- 62 – 60 %

E 59-0%
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