
 
Clark University  

Fall 2020 IDND 020-01 
Writing: Life Among Beasts 

 
Instructor  Heather J. Macpherson 

Contact  hmacpherson@clarku.edu 

Office/Hours   Virtual office hours on Zoom by appointment 

Class Meeting Space  Jonas Clark (JC), Rm. 102  

Day/Time  MW (F2F) F (asynchronous online) 10-10:50AM 
 

Thank you for signing the Clark Commitment. For more information about Clark and 
COVID-19 click here. 

 
 
"Besides love and sympathy, animals exhibit other qualities connected with the social instincts which 
in us would be called moral."  ~Charles Darwin 
 
“Man is the cruelest animal.” ~ Friedrich Nietzsche 
 
Course Description 

This course focuses on human-animal relationships in places shared by both. Many of us have pets or 
encounter undomesticated creatures in our daily lives, but what are the boundaries that exist between 
us or define our differences? How are these determined by the spaces we share and our gendered 
constructions of identities and relationships? Why are certain species demonized in popular narratives? 
And what is with all those cat memes?   

This is a writing-centered course that will emphasize two dichotomous modes in the essay genre: the 
personal essay and the research essay. Students will engage in formal and informal writing exercises 
inspired and drawn from course readings and other media. You will learn in a supportive, welcoming 
environment and build crucial skills—including critical thinking, writing, and debating—that will 
increase your confidence and success in other courses. 
 
 
Learning Objectives 

● Critically read and analyze fiction, nonfiction, and poetic texts for textual analysis, rhetorical 
strategies and appropriate writing conventions for creative and nonfiction writing practice; 

● Respond effectively with informal and formal writing and essaying, and a willingness to share 
your writing in class for workshop and discussions; 

● Develop, create and compose work in the forms of the personal essay and the research essay, 
using appropriate style (MLA or APA), structure, word choice, voice; 

● Understand that revision is a practice that leads to your best writing.  
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Engaged Academic Time 
Clark courses are granted four rather than three credits (1 Clark unit = 4 credit hours per week), over a 
fifteen week semester, thus you will be expected to spend at least 180 hours of engaged academic time 
on this course. While the reading and writing speed of individuals will vary drastically and the hours of 
work per week will fluctuate, you should anticipate the following average projections for the semester: 

● In-class work (lecture, discussion, workshops, writing, small group activities) = 45 hours 
● Required reading (Tamed & Untamed: Close Encounters of the Animal Kind,Sy Montgomery 

& Elizabeth Marshall Thomas; Animals Strike Curious Poses, Elena Passerrello; Writer’s 
Reference; additional readings  critical essays, and note taking; contemplation) = 40 hours 

● Personal Essays (3) = 10 hours each totalling 30 hours 
● Research Essay (2) (prewriting, proposal, research, drafting, revising) = 45 hours 
● Conferencing with Instructor = 2 hours 
● Final portfolio preparation = 3-4 hours 

 
Required Texts (Available for purchase here) 

● Hacker, Diane. A Writer’s Reference (ninth edition, 2016 MLA update) 
● Tamed & Untamed: Close Encounters of the Animal Kind, Sy Montgomery & Elizabeth 

Marshall Thomas 
● Animals Strike Curious Poses, Elena Passerrello 
● Dog Medicine, Julie Barton (I will supply pdfs as we are not reading this text in full) 
● Additional critical and creative readings supplied by the instructor in our Moodle site. 

 
Course Format 
Students are expected to participate in class and engage with the weekly readings (ranging from 
creative to nonfiction texts, including critical articles, poetry, and fiction) to generate writing and 
discussion on various topics within human-animal studies in a respectful manner. Sometimes you will 
work in small groups or with a partner (in Zoom break-out rooms) to share ideas, discuss writing 
practices, and workshop for the purpose of revision. Sometimes a class meeting is lecture-based. 
Additional readings may be posted to Moodle during the semester. You can also access your grades 
through Moodle. If you cannot access this application in ClarkYou, contact IT  in order to keep up 
with the rest of the class assignments. 
 
Requirements 
 
Attendance & Participation 
Participation means that you are attending each and every course meeting (F2F/Online) and 
contributing to our discussions on the assigned readings, documentary viewings, small and 
whole group exercises, and peer revision workshops. When you join a Zoom meeting you will 
immediately enter a ‘waiting room.’ Please be patient waiting for me to allow you to ‘enter’ the class 
meeting, especially if you arrive late. See more under “Student Responsibilities.” 
 
Student Responsibilities 
You are responsible for coming to class prepared. This means that you bring the required texts to class 
and that you have read and annotated the stories prior to the date they will be discussed in class. 
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Additionally, you will be expected to have posted your thoughts on the text to the class Moodle page if 
the syllabus asks you to do so. I make frequent use of the announcements feature on Moodle so it will 
be necessary for you to check your email and the Moodle site frequently.  
 
Establishing communication with myself and with your peers will serve you well in this course and will 
also help build the communication skills necessary in a myriad of settings. I strongly encourage you to 
attend office hours at least once during the semester and to open up communication by emailing me. 
You may find that your peers are sometimes just as helpful with clarifying course expectations as I am. 
Thus I encourage you to exchange email and phone numbers with at least two students in this class.  
 
Personal Essays: You will write 3 essays, 3-4 pages plus a works cited page (when required) during the 
course of the semester. Peer Revision Workshops: At least 2 personal essays includes one session of 
peer revision.  Missing a peer revision workshop is an unexcused absence and cannot be made-up. 
 
Research Essay: You will write 2 research essays. The first research essay is a five-page document, and 
the second research essay is 7-10 pages. This provides you with an opportunity to further develop your 
knowledge in a specific area of human-animal studies. The end product is a culmination of the 
research process which includes engaging with primary and secondary texts; using and citing academic 
web sources and database articles mined through Clark’s library; critical thinking, source evaluation, 
organization, and composition.  
 
Final Portfolio: In lieu of a final exam you will submit a final portfolio. Your portfolio must include 
a  2-page course reflection followed by your three revised personal essays and your two research essays.  
 
Extra Credit: There is no extra credit. Do NOT ask me for extra credit during any point in the 
semester; you will receive a resounding NO. Do the work assigned in our course. 
 
Emergencies: On the very rare occasion, uncontrollable circumstances may force you to miss class or 
you may be unable to submit an assignment, please make every effort to communicate, when possible, 
of your absence.  
 
I understand that you may want to keep things private, and that is okay, but if you need help for any 
reason I encourage you to reach out to myself, the Center for Counseling and Personal Growth, the 
Office of Health Services, or someone you trust.  
 
Grading Criteria 
Students must receive a final grade of C or above to pass IDND 20 and be admitted into a 
VE/IDND 22 course.  Students who fail to do so must take IDND 20 again the following semester.  
 
Participation (you are not just attending and 
present in each course meeting, but adding to 
discussions, activities, etc.) 

20% 

Personal Essays (3)  20% 

Research Essays (2)  40% 
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Final Portfolio  20% 
 
Academic Integrity: Plagiarism includes but is not limited to the use of other people’s ideas, words, 
research, or artistic creations without giving due credit. When in doubt, cite the source or ask. Proof of 
intentional plagiarism will result in a failing grade of that assignment and/or further serious discussion. 
For more specific stipulations and detailed definitions of plagiarism and what it may include, click 
here. 
 
Electronics: Please bring your laptop to F2F meetings  IF you have purchased digital textbook copies, 
or you plan to type notes in class. Please keep your cell phones and all devices on mute. However, use 
of these devices must be limited to instructional purposes only. Repeated violations or 
disruptions as a result of the use of electronic devices will result in this permission being revoked. Do 
NOT use your device to play video games, watch Netflix or anything else other than 
instruction during class time. 
 

Netiquette Practices for Discussion Board Posts and Responses, and Sending Email 
1.  Consider context and your audience. An e-mail to your professor or instructor may be more 

formal than to another student: 
a. Address your professor by their title (Hello Dr. Smith, Hi Professor Smith, etc.) unless they 

inform you otherwise. Always make sure to include the following information from your 
professor, especially if you do not know them well: your name (first and last), what course you 
are in (they likely teach multiple courses), and what question or concern you have. Also, be 
sure to use the subject line of the email to include your last name, course number, and topic of 
discussion or concern. 

2. Keep your messages short and to the point. Just as you have to read everyone else’s posts, they 
have to read yours too. 

a. Avoid redundancy in your posts. If students are making the same points over and over again, it 
becomes boring for you to read as well as for them. Try to come up with new and interesting 
points.  

3. Try to avoid capital letters as it will come across as though you are shouting. 

a. You may want to emphasize a particular word or sentence in your post. Rather than using 
capital letters to make your point, utilize bold or italics to emphasize. If you are making a direct 
quote from a text be sure to use MLA formatting. 
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4. Do not attack the writer of a post with derogatory language or comments or personal attacks on a 
person (known as “flaming”). 

a. We all have opinions, however, you want to remain professional in your approach when you 
disagree with a classmate. It is fine to disagree! Rather than attack your classmate, add a point 
about why you disagree with their statement or argument. Use of profanity will only discredit 
your argument. 

b. Even if you think someone has attacked you, think it through or contact your instructor 
before replying back. Sleep on it, take 24 hours away from the situation. If someone has said 
something you may perceive as an attack, take some time before responding. If it has really 
offended you, think of contacting your professor. However, think it through before taking any 
action. 

5. Speak up if you have questions or concerns. 

a. If you have questions, ask them! Everyone else probably has the same questions. If you are 
nervous to ask your question in a discussion forum, then you can always contact your 
professor one-on-one.  

6. Get involved and participate on a daily basis if possible. 

a. Do not wait until the day a post is due (or even the hours before). Try to begin posting several 
days before the deadline. This will allow you to get involved in the discussion from the 
beginning and be a stronger contributor to the class. 

7. Only use emoticons and expressions to communicate what cannot be communicated nonverbally. 

a. Emoticons (for example 🙂 ) can be a great way to express your feelings that you may not be 
able to communicate nonverbally and make the tone of your post clearer. 

8. Make sure to read responses carefully and do not skim. 

a. As stated above, you want to avoid redundancy in your posts. One way of doing this is by 
reading your peers' original posts and coming up with new ideas rather than sharing the same 
ideas over and over again. 

Source :https://web.uri.edu/teachonline/netiquette-in-your-online-class/ 

Instructor’s Response Policy 
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I will respond to emails received Monday through Friday within 24 hours of receiving the emails. 
Saturdays, Sunday, and holidays may take 48-72 hours to respond.  
 

Writing assignments take one week to complete grading; if you have not received your 
graded work within seven days, please feel free to contact me.  
 

Quizzes take 3-5 days to complete grading before posting a grade and returning the work. (I 
occasionally give a reading quiz if students noticeably NOT completing the readings for class.) 
 

My participation in your discussion board posts and responses will consist of the 
following: I will read your posts and responses, take note of exceptional commentaries and 
observations for F2F discussions, and occasionally respond. The discussion board for this class is to 
continue our studies and creativities, but most importantly to assist in building community in our 
classroom. Finally, I track participation in the DBs. 
 
Common Courtesy 
Arrive on time and be seated before the beginning of class. If you must come in late to class, please do 
NOT disrupt the class.  
 
All cell phones, pagers, or any electronic devices MUST BE TURNED OFF and out of sight during 
class except when explicitly approved for an in-class activity. If an emergency requires you to keep your 
phone on, please keep it on vibrate and quietly take the call outside away from classroom doorways. 
 
Also, wearing earbuds or headphones during class suggests a lack of interest and disrespect; this can 
affect your participation grade. 
 
Links to On-campus Resources & Student Support Services 
 
Disabilities Services 
Students that require the use of technology or otherwise necessitate particular circumstances and/or 
accommodations are encouraged to contact me immediately so that assistance can be provided.  
 
Counseling Services 
 
Academic Advising and Career Services 
 
Library 
The Clark library and staff are excellent resources for which you pay. Please take advantage of them 
and the other resources offered through the library such as inter-library loan and the Arc card.  
 
Writing Center 
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The Writing Center offers free writing assistance at any stage of the writing process.  To make an 
online appointment call, (508) 793-7405; on campus, call 7405, or click on the link above.  
 
The Writing Center can help you improve your writing through one-on-one conferences. Please do 
not hesitate to go early, go often—it’s free and will be useful to you. You will receive an extra 5 points 
for every essay if you visit the WC and have your paper not only looked at, but also stamped, dated and 
initialed for approval. You must also turn in the original draft of the essay before it was looked 
over/assisted by the WC so that I am able to recognize the improvements that you’ve made. A note on 
improvements: correcting spelling errors and adding commas does not constitute improvement and 
therefore minor “fixes” such as these do not warrant additional points. Make your visit count for 
something! 
 
Faculty Members are “Responsible Employees” 
Faculty member(s) and Teaching Assistant(s) associated with this course are considered “Responsible 
Employees” by Clark University. As such, they are required to report all alleged sexual offenses to the 
University’s Title IX Coordinator, Lynn Levey, llevey@clarku.edu or Title-IX@clarku.edu. The only 
exceptions to this reporting responsibility are the community members who have been designated 
and/or trained as “Confidential” Sources. This includes the professional staff in Clark’s Center for 
Counseling and Personal Growth and the medical providers at the Health Center, as well as Prof. 
Stewart <als.confidential@clarku.edu>, Prof. Palm Reed <kpr.confidential@clarku.edu> and Prof 
Cordova <jvc.confidential@clarku.edu>. 
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Weekly Schedule 
Disclaimer: The instructor reserves the right to make changes to any information contained in this 
syllabus at any time during the semester. Changes will be announced, and an updated version of the 
syllabus will be posted on Moodle. Abbreviations: “T/U”: Tamed & Untamed text; “ASCP”: 
Animals Strike Curious Poses text.  
Scheduled Course Meetings 
MW-F2F;  
Fri- asynchronous online 

Topics  Assignments: Due IN 
CLASS on Scheduled Course 
Meeting Date 

Week 1 (completely online) 
Aug. 24, 26, 28 

M:Introductions 
-Review Syllabus & Req. Texts 
-Lecture: What is 
Human-Animal Studies? 
 
W:Discuss T/U: forward; pp. 
3-23; handout: The Fur Person, 
May Sarton, ch. 1-5 (on 
Moodle) 
 
F:Mini-lecture: Spectatorship 
 
Digital Handout: Why Look at 
Animals?  John Berger 
 
 

W:Readings:T/U: forward; 
pp. 3-23.  
 
F:Handout: Why Look at 
Animals?  John Berger 
 
Informal writing: Your first 
animal encounter.The Fur 
Person, May Sarton, ch. 1-5 
 

Week 2 (Hybrid begins) 
Aug 31, Sept 2, Sept 4 
 
NOTE: Add/drop ends 9/2 

M:Lecture: The Fur Person  
and the domestic sphere: 
sharing interior and exterior 
spaces in rural and suburban 
areas. 
-Readings: The Fur Person, ch. 
6-8 (Moodle);  
 
W: “The White Heron,” Sarah 
Orne Jewett (Moodle) 
-Personal Essay #1 Assigned 
 
F: Mini-Lecture: Animal 
Minds 

W:Readings: The Fur Person, 
ch. 6-7 (Moodle). T/U: 
pp.3-15. 
 
 F:“The White Heron,” Sarah 
Orne Jewett (Moodle) 

Week 3 
Sept 7,9, 11 

M: Handout & Review: 
proposal template 
-Discussion:T/U pp.18-32 
 
W: Discussion: The Fur Person 

M:Readings: T/U pp.18-32; 
The Fur Person ch. 8; Personal 
Essay #1 Proposal due by 11:59 
PM. 
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-In-class writing 
-Meme project assigned. 
 
F:Lecture: 
Subjectivity/Subjecthood: 
seeing the self in the animal.  
 

W:Reading on Moodle: finish 
The Fur Person 
 
Personal essay #1 due; doc 
share with a classmate for peer 
review. 
 
Meme: create an animal meme 
that best reflects yourself. 
Email a link, or copy & paste 
your meme and send it to me 
by Saturday, 11:59 PM. 

Week 4 (F2F Mon 9/14 
only) 
Sept 14, 16, 18 

M: Lecture: textual analysis 
- Reading: “The Secret of the 
Zoo Exposed,” e.e. cummings; 
“The Woman at the 
Washington Zoo,” Randall 
Jarell;  “Zoo Keeper’s Wife,” 
Sylvia Plath 
 
W: Mini-lecture:Analyzing zoo 
spaces in poems. 
-“Efforts of Affection,” 
Elizaeth Bishop (a memoir), 
digital handout 
Personal essay #2 assigned. 
 
F:Read Dog Medicine pp. 1-50 
 
 

M:Personal Essay #1 Final 
revised copy due.  
-Reading: Dog Medicine first 
fifty pp for discussion on 
Friday.. 
 
W:Choose one of these poems 
for textual analysis: “The Secret 
of the Zoo Exposed,” e.e. 
cummings; “The Woman at 
the Washington Zoo,” Randall 
Jarell;  “Zoo Keeper’s Wife,” 
Sylvia Plath 
 
F:Reading Dog Medicine due 
before class on Mon. 9/21. 
 
Due Saturday by 
midnight:Moodle Forum 
Response to Bishop’s memoir: 
What do you think of Moore’s 
interactions with the 
elephants? What type of ethical 
issues present themselves? Does 
her actions go beyond 
spectatorship? 
 

Week 5 
Sept. 21, 23, 25 

M:Discussion: ASCP: “Yuka 
(39,000 BC); “Jeffery (1760)”; 
“Jumbo II (1901)”.  

M:Readings: ASCP: “Yuka 
(39,000 BC); “Jeffery (1760)”; 
“Jumbo II (1901)”. 
-Read next fifty pp. Dog 
Medicine for Mon. 9/28 
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-Digital Handout: 
citing/note-taking for 
Malamud reading. 
 
W:Lecture: Animal ethics. 
Read Part Three  pp. 71-103 
from T/U (includes Pets 
w/Disabilities; Breeding Dogs; 
Tiny dogs; How to Best 
Educate a Dog; Cat Vandalism; 
Cat Tracker; Sleeping Dogs; 
Feral Cats and Stray Cats; 
Death of a Dog)  
 
F: Research and report forum 
activity:  real life zoo stories 
(21st c. only) 

-Personal Essay #2 proposal 
due by midnight. 
 
W: Read T/U Part 3 before 
we meet for class. 
 
Due Saturday, 
midnight:Moodle Forum (due 
end of week): How would you 
describe Julie’s relationship 
with her mother and father?  
Are there parallels between 
Julie and her dog? Does she see 
herself reflected in the animal? 

Week 6 
Sept. 28, 30, Oct. 2 

M:Research essay #1 
assigned 
-Review plagiarism; database 
use and possible sources. 
-Handouts: list of relevant 
periodicals available in Clark 
Lib.; tracking sheet for database 
and web sources. 
 
W:Lecture: Shakespeare’s 
Starlings & Pigeon Problems 
-In-class writing. 
 
F: Mini-lecture: T/U: “Part 
Two: Birds” 
 

M:Personal Essay #2 due; 
printed copies only please. 
 
W:Research Essay proposal 
due by midnight. 
 
F:Reading: T/U: “Part Two: 
Birds” before class on Oct. 
5th. Pt 2 includes: Birds Rock 
the Beat; Puffin M; Chicken 
Indestructible; Hawk 
Migration; Bubbles Wrapped 
in Feathers. 

Week 7 (F2F all week) 
Oct. 5, 7, 9 
 
NOTE: 10/6 last day to 
withdraw from 1st Module 
class. 

M:Readings on Moodle: The 
Tale of Squirrel Nutkin, 
Beatrix Potter; NYT: “Honor 
Impunged, Squirrels Find 
Defenders” (1991) 
 
W:Meet in front of JC 
BLDG. Urban observations: a 
walk on South Main. Bring 
your notebook, something to 
write with, and wear 

Research essay draft due by 
Saturday, 11:59 PM. Go 
through your checklist before 
submitting. 
 
W:Readings on Moodle: The 
Tale of Squirrel Nutkin, 
Beatrix Potter; NYT: “Honor 
Impunged, Squirrels Find 
Defenders” (1991) 
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comfortable shoes and 
clothing. 
 

 
Urban observations---Due 
Monday in Moodle, 11:59 PM 

Week 8 (Online all week) 
Oct. 12, 14, 16 
 
 

M: Read, and discussion 
board;  ASCP: “The Wolf of 
Gubbino (1207)”; “War Pigs 
(1870-2012); “Koko (1988). 
 
W: Part Four of T/U, pp. 
104-135(includes Bears; The 
Dog We Love to Hate; Great 
White Sharks; Feeding Deer; 
The Lion; Hyraxes; Christmas 
Ermine; One Mouse; Pink 
Dolphins; Happy Rats) 
 
F: Finish Dog Medicine before 
class on Mon. 10/19. 

M:Readings ASCP: “The Wolf 
of Gubbino (1207)”; “War Pigs 
(1870-2012); “Koko (1988) 
 
-Finish reading Dog Medicine 
by Friday. 
 
W:Research essay #1 final copy 
due by Wednesday, 11:59 
PM. 

Week 9  
Oct. 19, 21, 23 

M:Personal Essay #3 
assigned 
 
W:Read Pt. 5 in T/U, pp. 
139-155 (includes Slugs, 
Worms; Amphibians; Bumble, 
Beel Happy…: and Water 
Bears)  
 
F: Mini-Lecture: Living with 
Animals. 
- 

M: Nothing due. 
 
W:Reading on Moodle: “Ch. 
7. Animals and their Contexts: 
beyond zoos,” Randy 
Malamud’s Reading Zoos. 

Week 10 (online all week) 
Oct. 26, 28, 30 

M:Online excerpt from Lives 
of the Animals, Coetzee 
 
W: Pt. 6 T/U, pp. 161-192 
(includes Abandoned 
Acrobats; What’s in a Name?; 
In the Snow; Music for 
Animals; Animals Who 
Imbibe; Do Animals Dream?; 
Window to the Wild; Different 
Information; Does Anybody 
Know What Time It Is?; 
Octopus)  

M:Reading on Moodle: 
Excerpt from Lives of the 
Animals, Coetzee 
 
Personal Essay #3 due by 
Friday,11:59 PM. Remember 
to make a virtual appt. with the 
Writing Center as part of  the 
revision process. 
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Week 11 
Nov. 2, 4, 6 

M:Research essay #2 assigned  
 
W: Finish T/U.  
-Dogs & Facial Recognition 
 
Lecture: the emotional state of 
animals… what we think we 
know? gender, sex, and animal 
minds. 
 
F: no online lecture today. 
work on your proposal. 

M: Nothing due. Continue 
with reading T/U. 
 
W: Reading: Finish T/U.  
 
F: Research essay #2 proposal 
due by midnight.. 

Week 12 (F2F 11/9 only) 
Nov. 9, 11, 13 

M:Animals in art 
 
W:Research essay #2 workshop 
 
F:Mini-Lecture: Humans… 
aren’t we animals too?  
 
 
Conference sign-ups 

M:Email link to a work of art 
featuring both human and 
nonhuman figures. 
 
W:Research essay #2 draft due 
for peer review workshop. 
 
F: Reading: “I’m a Mad Dog 
Biting Myself for Sympathy,” 
Louise Erdrich. 
 
Forum post due Sat., 11:59 
PM: Erdrich story. 
 

Week 13 
Nov. 16, 18, 20 

M:Lecture: Other ways of 
looking at animals. 
 
W:In-class writing 
-In-class reading. 
-Introducing the portfolio. 
 
F: Online art & writing 
activity. 
 Post Portfolio work/ q & a. 

M:Research essay #2 due 
 
W: nothing due. 

Week 14 (Online) 
Nov. 25  
 
NOTE: Reading Days: Nov. 
23 & 24; Thanksgiving 
Break: Nov 26-27 (Class is 

W: Discuss: “A Very Old 
Many with Enormous Wings,” 
Gabriel Garcia Marquez. 
 
Portfolio work: writing your 
reflection. 
 

W: Reading; “A Very Old 
Many with Enormous Wings,” 
Gabriel Garcia Marquez. 
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completely online following 
the break) 
 
 
 
Nov. 30; Dec 2 & 4 

 
 
 
M: Final q & a on portfolio; 
Zoom conferences this week. 

 
PORTFOLIO DUE by December 8, 11: 59 PM; GRADES DUE by Dec 11 at noon. 

 
Revision Checklist 
 
Subject, Audience, Purpose 

1. What’s the most important thing I want to say about my subject? 
2. Who am I writing this paper for? What would my reader want to know about the subject? 

What does my reader already know about it? 
3. Why do I think the subject is worth writing about? Will my reader think the paper was worth 

reading? 
4. What verb explains what I’m trying to do in this paper (tell a story, compare X and Y, describe 

Z)? 
5. Does my first paragraph answer questions 1-4? If not, why not? 

Organization 

1. How many specific points do I make about my subject? Did I overlap or repeat any points? 
Did I leave my points out or add some that aren’t relevant to the main idea? 

2. How many paragraphs did I use to talk about each point? 
3. Why did I talk about them in this order? Should the order be changed? 
4. How did I get from one point to the next? What signposts did I give the reader? 

Paragraphing (Ask these questions of every paragraph) 

1. What job is this paragraph supposed to do? How does it relate to the paragraph before and 
after it? 

2. What’s the topic idea? Will my reader have trouble finding it? 
3. How many sentences did it take to develop the topic idea? Can I substitute better examples, 

reasons, or details? 
4. How well does the paragraph hold together? How many levels of generality does it have? Are 

the sentences different lengths and types? Do I need transitions? When I read the paragraph 
out loud, did it flow smoothly? 

Sentences (Ask these questions of every sentence) 

1. Which sentences in my paper do I like the most? The least? 
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2. Can my reader “see” what I’m saying? What words could I substitute for people, things, 
this/that, aspect, etc.? 

3. Is this sentence “fat”? 
4. Can I combine this sentence with another one? 
5. Can I add adjectives and adverbs or find a more lively verb? 

 

Things to Check Last 

1. Did I check spelling and punctuation? What kinds of grammar or punctuation problems did I 
have in my last paper?How does my paper end? Did I keep the promises I made to my reader at 
the beginning of the paper? 

2. When I read the assignment again, did I miss anything? 
3. What do I like best about his paper? What do I need to work on in the next paper? 

— from A Rhetoric for Writing Teachers by Erika Lindemann 

 

 This work is licensed under a Creative Commons 
Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivs 2.5 License. 

You may reproduce it for non-commercial use if you use the entire handout (just click print) 
and attribute the source: The Writing Center, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
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Guidelines for Peer Revision Workshops 
 
Source: Cleghorn, Cassandra. “PEER EDITING: ANALYSIS/EVALUATION QUESTIONS.” 
Department of English. Williams College. Accessed 5 Aug 2019 
 
Your Name: _____________________ Author’s Name:____________________ 
(Write on this form and on your copy of the paper itself),  
 
1. What is the thesis of this paper? Underline it on your copy. How effectively is it stated? Could it be 
narrower and more focussed? Could it be broader and more thoughtful? How successfully does the 
writer stay with that thesis throughout the paper?  
 
2. What sort of evidence does the writer use to support the thesis? Are there concrete details and 
examples provided from the work? Does s/he concentrate on the theme? Image? Metaphor? Meter? 
Tone? Form? Could the writer have used either more or better details to support and illustrate the 
thesis? Be exact here; use examples. Name one or two things that the writer did NOT use to discuss the 
work, but which you think would have been helpful in developing the argument.  
 
3. Does the paper have a line of argument? That is, does the argument build in a logical and cumulative 
way? Does the argument have momentum? Are there elements of the paper that detract from the 
argument and should be edited out? (Indicate these specifically). Are there missing steps which would 
tighten the argument and help its flow? (Name these exactly?) Are you persuaded by the argument?  
 
4. How coherent are the individual paragraphs? Does each seem both to have a central idea and to 
connect to another paragraph and the thesis? Indicate two or three places (be specific here) where the 
writer could have brought particular paragraphs into sharper focus.  
 
5. Comment on the voice of the paper. Does it seem appropriate to its subject and audience? Is the 
writer’s diction clear? Are there places 2 where a “signposting” phrase would help to guide the reader? 
Provide two examples where you think a better word or phrase could have been substituted for the 
once the writer used and defend your choice.  
 
6. In general, what do you see as the paper’s greatest strengths and weaknesses? How has the essay 
given you a new way of thinking about the assignment? Cite a particularly sharp insight or cogent 
formulation. What should the writer consider in revising the paper? Give the writer a sample of how a 
sentence might be improved. 
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